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CHAPTER L

or Tag ELEMENTS.
obfervation, that orierital 14f-
om the right hand to the left;

TTis a g’enetai, But‘ éfrdnebiré
' guages are written and read fr
‘whereas all the languages moft trufy oriental; or fuch as propet-
ly belong to the whole continent ot India, prqceed from léft: o

A right
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right like thofe of Europe. The Arabic and the Perfian are the

grand fources from whence the ccntrary mcthod has been deriv-

ed; and with thefe the very nun:erous original dialeéts of Hin-

do{’can have net the fmalleft connc&icn or referublance.

The Natives of Bengal write with a certain {lender and tough
reed,: very camimon in':1l the Eafl; which they (hapc almoft like
an European pen. They write with the hand clofed, in which
they hold the pen, as the Chinefe do their writing pencil, prefi-
ing it againft the ball of the thumb with the tip of the middle
finger. The oib or point of the pen is turned downwards towards
the wrift; while the thamb puinting upwards, and lying on the
fen with its whole length keeps it firm againft the middle joint of
the fore finger.

As they have neither chairs nor tables, their pofture in writ-
ing is very different from ours: They fit upon their heels, or
fometimes vpon thei- hims; while their left hand held open ferves

.8s adelk -‘whereon to lay the paper on which they write, which
is kept in its place by the thumb: fo that they never write on a
large fheet of paper-without folding it down to a very {mall fur-

face.
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